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ROOTS AND
SENSIBILITY

THE EXHIBITION OF 17 CZECH ARTISTS
FROM OLOMOUC IN CALGARY

Painting, Graphic
and Sculpture in

an Intergenerational
Dialogue

oots and Sensibility reprasents a cora par of fine art in the Czech

Lands today. These are pieces inspired by and created in, for the
moat part our regicn of Central Moravia with Olomous, naturally, being
Its histoncal and cultural centre, Let this not distract us from the fact
howeaver, that despite the Union of Fing Art's (Une wwhearmnych umealcu
Olomoucka) commitment to regional talent, it fulfils #s mle on an interna-
tional leved as well, With reference 1o our Almanac 'Quanto’, you as not
onbky acquamted with cur union's mambers, but also our collabaration
with projects creating a country spanning wealth, Qur group show in
Calgary stems directly from the successful fmages and Reffection:
The Artiziz" Circle of Calgary” show which tock pride of place in our city
of Clomouc, in the summer of 2007, The hive of artists’ activity shown
by wiorks in both groups gives fine evidence of creatve collaboration
drawn through a healthy relationship between the Arist's Circle of
Calgary and Unie wivamych umélcd olomoucka (Qlomouc's Linion of
Fine Arts). This warm bridge betwean Olomouc and Calgary is an inspi-
rational exampks of cultural world trends brnging together gits from all
sicdes of the globe. Demand for mutual, creative cooperation is answersd
with the cpaning of doors to the growing supply of inventive minds and
deads. These minds am not solely confined to thair Iocal anvilconmeant,
bt morecver they form a mamage of components reaching far oulside
to encompass a wide ranges of cultural influsnces. Nevertheless, the
exchangs of eas from participants each possessing their own unigque
stary compases a rch tapastry, which in Olomaouc's case reflects its
position desp within the centre of Europa, simultansoushy joining hands
wilh the cutsice world.
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Reflecting on the name wa have chosen for this show, Roots & Senshility
gncompasses the emotions and impulses from our historical, cultural
and spirtual background. These mpulses and emotions are keenly
reflected in the techmgues, materals and subject matter used by the
artists of Glomoue, displayng multi-layerad themes drawn from inspira-
tions both intemal and external cultural worlds. More and maoare of our
artists belong to not just ona, but a number of lands. T mentioning
gxamplas among the exhibiting authors, the painter Jan Kanyza lves
and works atemately in Prague and South France, and Jifi Hastik
requiarly operates both in Dlomouc and Vienna {Adstria), in addition

to Michaal Esson's work which = reflectad through his Socotiish
childhood, with later studies in Guatemala, his padagogical experence
in Budapest (Hungary) and his new lite with his Czech famaly in
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Clomouc. This spanning of cultural roots flows neatly with the spanning
ol generations, Involving several decades of creative contributions.
Ladislav Danek's compilation of our artists’ résumss gves you an
inskaht into their backgrounds and ant contributions. From the “oldar”
generation, thera 15 Jan Rimsky (bom 1929) and Zdendk Kutera (19056),
both sculptors/painters leaning on the fine Eurcpean tradition of the
gecmetrical abstraction with poetical and magical accents.

The “muddle-age™ generation is representad by @ number of mputable
duthors — among them is the expres-
awe painter Petr Zlamal with his
emotive colour harmonies and struc-
tural expariments; the sculplor

Petr Kuba, professionally well-
aquippead by admirable figurative tin
and bronze fusions; and the draughts-
man Jaroslay Vacl that confinuously
offers his highly sensitve, labyrinth-like
graphic textures, For the "rising” artists
I'd lik 10 miske & menbon of Iwo nanes
at least: the photographer and graphic
desioner David Dusik, and the painler
Josef Zlamal, who succassfilly cames
forward all previous traditions of the
ok Garman-Moravian artistic family.
Howensar, not excluding all other authors,
the entire axhibition will highlight the intensity of the mutual dislogue that
draws attention to this continuity and reciprocal ennchment,

I am convinced that this show of our artists” group is a fine chapter
in sowing the seeds of further development between us and themsby
giving fellow artisis the stage to present further fine creations. | regand
this exhibition in Calgary as the bonding of a healthy relationship
between us inevitably setiing down strong roots,

Marek Trizuljak,
Exhibition Curator, Vica-Chairman of LWVUO
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